
Heritage Flight Museum
Summer 2004 Newsletter www.heritageflight.org   Issue No. 001

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Lt. Colonel Greg Anders, IDANG

It is with great anticipation that the Heritage Flight Museum looks forward to our
second summer of operations at Bellingham International Airport and our eighth year
of operation as a Flying Warbird Museum.  We continue to work hard to develop permanent
facilities for Whatcom County’s up and coming Flying and Space museum and expect
this year to be the transition year from concept to concrete plans.  Our goals for
the summer are to get our current but temporary facility more accessible to the
public, while developing a game-plan with the Port of Bellingham for more permanent
facilities.  We are thrilled to have such strong support within the community and
the Port, and we look forward to working with the citizens of Whatcom County to bring
this collection of flying historical aircraft here.

While the Mission of the Heritage Flight Museum is the flying, preservation and
display of historic aircraft, the true value to Whatcom County will be the educational
programs that a more permanent home than we have had in the past will allow us to
develop.  We look forward to bringing into Whatcom County the vehicles for education
at all levels through locally developed education programs and through externally
developed educational programs such as the various NASA supported youth programs
centered on the sciences.  These programs would work toward motivating students of
all ages to work harder for their goals by bringing living context to our history,
the sciences, and all of our basic educational curriculums.

Pledges for our development capital campaign are being accepted now.  If you wish
to support the development of a world class flying and space museum in Whatcom County,
please contact our acting director of development, Kate Granat at 360 733 4422.

Fly safe!

NEWS FROM THE HANGER
Blue skies and good weather have filled the skies above Bellingham with the sights
and sounds of radial engines and formation flights! In addition, our planes and pilots
are already well into their busy, summer flying schedules.

The Mustang has had a new engine installed, has been test flown, and is back in
Bellingham. Welcome back Val-Halla!

In addition to the Mustang, the Flight Museum will have most of it’s aircraft on
display at the Bellingham AirFest on the 26th and 27th of June. We will have both
static and flying aircraft - so be sure to mark the date on your calendar!

Visitors to the museum have become more frequent and from further
afield. The furthest being from Britain, with a handful of
eastern states coming in a close second. Word of the museum
and it's collection is spreading, and with the monthly open
houses, we are hoping to see growing interest in the secure
future of the Heritage Flight Museum at the Bellingham International
Airport.

Thanks for your support, come see us again soon!

HFM @ BLI

Open every third Saturday
of the month from

1200h - 1600h

Or by appointment. Please
call 360 733 4422.

Visitors are always welcome!

Volunteers needed, please contact
us if you or your group would like
to lend a hand.

AIRCRAFT PROFILE

MANUFACTURER: N.American MODEL: P-51D COMMON NAME: Mustang
ENGINE: Rolls Royce Merlin HORSE POWER: 1695
CRUISE SPEED: 275 MPH INTENDED USE: Fighter

HISTORY: The Mustang is the “100 Day Wonder” of WWII, having
taken only 100 days to design and build from the ground
up. Fast, flashy and deadly, the Mustang is perhaps one
of the most well known and identifiable vintage aircraft.
Originally commissioned by Great Britain, it was adopted
into the US Army Air Corps en masse shortly after it’s
great versatility was demonstrated. Used primarily in the
European Theatre, the P-51 served as a fighter and bomber
escort.

The HFM’s Val-Halla is the flagship of the fleet! She rarely
gets a moments rest as she is scheduled to appear in eleven
major airshows this year! Prior to serving under the HFM,
this aircraft was with the Texas Air Guard, Venezuelan Air
Force and the War Eagles Museum. She also has an excellent
track record at the Reno Air Races where she took third
place in the Unlimited Class Silver race with Bill in 1997.

Next Issue: the Grumman Bearcat...

HFM is located at 2000 W. Bakerview, at the south
end of the Bellingham Int’l Airport.

WHATCOM COUNTY’S FLYING AND SPACE MUSEUM

CURRENT AIRCRAFT
P-51 Mustang
F8F Bearcat

AD-4 Skyraider
L-13 Grasshopper
PT-19 Fairchild
PT-17 Stearman
SNJ-4 Texan

L-39 Albatross



SCHEDULED EVENTS
JUNE
12-13 Hill AFB
19 Open House
26-27 BLI Airfest

JULY
8-11 Arlington
17 Open House
17 Nat’l Aviation Hall
of Fame Induction
24-25 Fairchild AFB

AUGUST
6-8 Seafair
13-15 Abbotsford
21 - Open House

SEPTEMBER
16-19 Reno Air Races

OCTOBER
2 Edwards AFB
15-17 Miramar
29-31 Vandenberg AFB

NOVEMBER
13-14 Nellis AFB

DECEMBER
6-9 ICAS

Heritage Flight Museum
4152 Meridian St, #105-135
Bellingham, WA 98226

The Heritage Flight Museum is a non-profit, 501 (C)(3) organization dedicated to the
preservation and flying of historic military aircraft, and to keeping history alive
through education programs. Contributions to the museum are tax deductible, and will
help fund the ongoing operations of the museum.

Your contribution is greatly appreciated!

Donor Information:

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________ State: _____________ Zip: _____________

[] I would like to remain annonymous in the museum newsletter

Donation Information:

[] Check[] Cash[] Other

Ammount: ______________________________

Additional Information:

[] Air Force[] Navy  [] Army Air Corps[] Marine Air Group

[] In Memorium: ______________________________________

[] Other: ____________________________________________

Please return to:
Heritage Flight Museum

4152 Meridian St # 105-135
Bellingham, WA 98226

Bellingham AirFest
26 & 27 June 2004

1000-1600

Come see our aircraft at
Bellingham International

Airport. We will have 12 planes
on static and flying display.


